9o                     ' INDISCRETIONS '
When the Empress moved about from hall to hall of the Palace the Emperor followed her without speaking, a picture of perfect submission, and when she halted to address one of us, or to rest, he always took up the same position behind and to the left of her. All assertions as to his having been the originator in Reform movements of the past appeared to me ridiculous in face of his evident incapacity. There was no mistaking the fact, so plainly written on his delicate countenance, that his case *was one of arrested development, and that he lived in complete subjection, mental and physical, to the tyrannical influences about him.
Standing with the other ladies in a circle which surrounded the Empress-Dowager, but occupying no more prominent position than they did, was the young Empress Yehonala, who, unlike her mother-in-law, was highly rouged and powdered, and had a vivid patch of red upon her lower lip. The Princess Imperial, adopted in her infancy by the Empress-Dowager, as also the daughters of Prince Ching, the Minister for Foreign Affairs, were likewise present.
A group of coral-robed attendants were told off in pairs to look after us, and wherever we moved they supported us under each elbow, being accustomed, I suppose, to the Southern Chinese lady of rank whose compressed feet make unassisted movement almost impossible. All these girls seemed very happy, and one whom I questioned as to what she did when not employed in her Court duties, answered, "We laugh and play." The laughing good humour and utter absence of shyness of all the ladies about the Court made intercourse with them very easy.9o                     ' INDISCRETIONS '
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